
 

20th Sunday After Pentecost 

  
October 26th, 2025 | 9:30am 

Holy Communion, Setting Eleven, Gospel Jazz 

 Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in 
order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news 
of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. 

Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will 
unite more fully in worship and mission. 

 
GATHERING  

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)  
The assembly stands as able.  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of preparation. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
The assembly stands as they are able. Silence is kept for reflection.  
 
Most merciful God,  
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.  
 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with 

 



Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty 
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  
Amen 
 
The assembly stands as able.  The service continues with a gathering song 
 
Gathering Song: What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine: Leaning on the Everlasting Arms (ELW 774 ) 
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GREETING  
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
The assistant minister leads the prayer of the day.  
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.  

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and 
comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the 
church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
The assembly is seated.  

WORD  
FIRST READING: Romans 3:19-28 
The reading may be announced: A reading from Romans. 

19 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth 
may be silenced and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For no human will be justified 
before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
 
   21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is attested by the Law 
and the Prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there 
is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of 
atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his 
divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26 it was to demonstrate at the present 
time his own righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who has the faith of Jesus. 
   27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? That of works? No, rather 
through the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the 
law. 
The reading may be concluded:  The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

 
Psalm: Psalm 46 
The psalm for the day is spoken in unison. 

 1 God is our ref- | uge and strength, 
   a very present | help in trouble. 
  2 Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 
   and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 
  3 though its waters | rage and foam, 
   and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 
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  4 There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 
   the holy habitation of | the Most High. 
  5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 
   God shall help it at the | break of day. 
  6 The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 
   God speaks, and the earth | melts away. R 
  7 The LORD of | hosts is with us; 
   the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 
  8 Come now, regard the works | of the LORD, 
   what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 
  9 behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 
   who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire. 
  10 “Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 
   I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.” 
  11 The LORD of | hosts is with us; 
   the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. R 

Gospel Acclamation 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  

 
 
 
GOSPEL: John 8:31-36 
The presiding minister announces the gospel.  
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, 
32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are 
descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be 
made free’?” 
   34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave 
does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son makes 
you free, you will be free indeed.” 

The gospel concludes: The gospel of th Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  
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SERMON 

The assembly is seated. Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (ELW 504) 
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APOSTLE'S CREED (ELW p. 127)  
The assembly stands as they are able. The assistant minister leads the Apostle’s Creed  
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.*  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
The assisting minister leads the intercessory prayers.  
Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all creation. 

A brief silence. 
 
 Free your church, O God, with grace, mercy, and love to be transformed by your word. Direct your church 
to be united in word and deed so that all creation knows the uniting and transforming power of the gospel. 
God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Renew creation, O God, so that all living creatures thrive together. Guide those who work to restore and 
renew creation. Preserve and care for endangered species throughout the world. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Bring peace among the nations, O God, so violence and terror are not the norm on your earth. Inspire 
leaders of communities to work for peace and justice. Unite our politicians with a common mission and 
purpose. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Heal all who suffer, O God, and bring them peace. Draw near to people who are incarcerated. Give hope to 
people experiencing housing or employment insecurity, oppression, or discrimination. Heal those who are 
ill (especially we pray for Heber, Jay B, Carl, Dave, George, Marlene, Joel, Tim R). Be our stronghold at 
all times. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
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Forgive us our sins, O God, and grant us your grace. Move us to understanding and reconciliation between 
people of other faiths and other Christian traditions in our community. Mend hurt feelings and heal wounds 
we have caused one another. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 We give you thanks, O God, for the life and witness of all your saints (especially Philipp Nicolai, Johann 
Heermann, and Paul Gerhardt). Give us hope in your son’s victory through the cross. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION CONCLUSION  
The presiding minister concludes the intercessory prayers.  
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abundant mercy; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior.   
Amen.  

MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 129)  
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.  

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

PREFACE (ELW p. 130)  
The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the day or season:  
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Sanctus “Holy, holy, holy…”  

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 133)  
The presiding minister continues, using one of the following or another appropriate form.  
 

 Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
  
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW P. 134)  
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer.  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. 
 Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words.  
 

Taste and see that the Lord is good.  
The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion.  

 

COMMUNION (ELW p. 154)  
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
The communicant may say:  
Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION  
At this time, the assembly may commune receiving the communion sacrament(s). 
 
AGNUS DEI  “Lamb of God” may be sung. 
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After all have returned to their places, the minister may say these or similar words. 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthens you and keep you in his grace. 
Response after the prayer: Amen 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads a similar prayer after communion. 
 
Let us pray. 

 We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift 
of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
The assembly is seated after the prayer concludes. 
 
 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING  
The presiding minister proclaims God’s Blessing. 
 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
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Sending Song: I Love to Tell the Story (ELW 661 ) 
The assembly stands as they are able to proclaim the word of God in song. 
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DISMISSAL  
The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission.  
Go in peace.  Share the good news. Thanks be to God.  
 

PEACE  
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you,” or 
similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 

MISSION NOTES  
We are so glad that you are here with us for worship, and invite you to consider other ways to deepen faith and 

connect with the Redeemer community and the world around us - to which God calls us in loving service! 
 

Blessing of the Animals  
On Sunday, Oct 12th, Redeemer’s church community gathered for the annual joint Blessing of the Animals 
service, a jovial celebration of the special bond between people and their beloved pets. Blessing of the 
Animals worship services remember the legacy of St. Francis of Assisi, who left a life of opulent luxury to 
follow God in a life of poverty and service. It is said that St. Francis had a special gift for animals, and 
depictions of St. Francis often have birds and animals around him. Taking place at St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church this year – worship included– Pastor Tobias, along with Reverend Allison Moore, blessed as many 
as two dozen pets, both in person and through pictures, who (mostly) cooperated during the service. 
Whether your furry friend was present in body or spirit, we pray God’s blessings in Christ upon them and 
for you! 
 
Community Meeting Nudges us Forward 
Sunday’s Community Meeting was a wonderful opportunity for us as a community at Redeemer New Paltz, 
to review how we organize ourselves and we broke into small groups to nudge forward some ministry 
goals.The “Church Center” small group met to go over how people can sign up for this new software on 
their computer or on their phones and add themselves to, and access to the church directory. Our small 
group for Immigration and Refugee support shared ways that a couple of our church members are already 
participating in such work in the wider community, and offered a chance for others to hear how they might 
step in and help as well. Our CommUNITY Spaces small group talked about volunteering at concerts and 
events being held at the church, and even did a role play to help consider how meeting new people and 
making connections between their lives and interests with Redeemer might go. 
Thanks again to everyone who participated, and looking forward to how we can continue to grow and 
stretch ourselves as a congregation for the sake of bearing witness to the gospel of Jesus in New Paltz and 
the Hudson Valley! 
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Third Quarter Report 
As we learned at the Community Meeting on Sunday, October 19, we have a robust ministry at Redeemer 
spanning worship, learning, service and fellowship. The church council greatly appreciates your donations 
that support this ministry. Many years ago prior to a personal gym using the community room, Redeemer 
was having serious financial concerns. At that time the congregation asked to have financial updates 
regularly and these quarterly reports were started. We are meeting our expenses, but no longer have a 
prudent reserve as we did for a few years after receiving the PPP (paycheck protection program) funds from 
the federal government during the COVID pandemic.  
 The church council would like to see Redeemer have a $20,000 prudent reserve in our checking account. At 
the end of September the balance of useable general funds from which we pay our operating expenses was 
$1,153.98. Please prayerfully consider additional donations to help Redeemer meet ongoing expenses and 
build up its prudent reserve, so we can keep growing our ministry. Thank you again for all your 
contributions of finances, time, and talent.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ONGOING 
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Sunday School - First & Third Sundays, 11-noon, 
Throughout the School Year  

Fun-filled and engaging Sunday school with  
our Episcopal and Methodist ecumenical  
partners. Hosted here at Redeem in the  
SouthEast Classroom. 
 

Free Fresh Food Giveaway  
Volunteers are needed to help set up 
and/or stay a short time to help distribute 
food at our Free Fresh Food Giveaway 
every 2nd Sunday of the month. Contact 
Jackie Anderson 609 432 9622 or 
dogsinn136@gmail.com. 

 
 

Worship Incubators 
First Sunday of each month - 11-1230pm 
Mission statement: Developing 
Christ-centered, multi-sensory worship 
opportunities that give praise and glory to 
God.   
 

Good Trouble Coffeehouse & Open Mic Night 
 SCC hosted in partnership with Redeemer,  

New Paltz restarts Friday Oct 3rd, 7-9pm 
Then every First Friday thereafter. 
 

Bonnie Crisci offers Chair Yoga  
Chair Yoga at Redeemer New Paltz -  
Wednesdays at 1:30  
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