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SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT

MARCH IST, 2026 | 9:30AM | GOSPEL JAZZ
HoLY COMMUNION, SETTING ELEVEN

During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil. In todays
gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and Spirit. At the font we are a given a new
birth as children of God. As God made a covenant with Abraham, in baptism God promises to raise us up
with Christ to new life. From worship we are sent forth to proclaim God s love for all the world.

GATHERING
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
The assembly stands as able.
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of preparation.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly stands as they are able. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

The presiding minister announces God's forgiveness with these or similar words.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen



The assembly stands as able. The service continues with a gathering song

Gathering Song: Jesus is a Rock in a Weary Land (ELW 333)
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Text: African American spiritual
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GREETING

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The assistant minister leads the prayer of the day.
Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as your
children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the
world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD

FIRST READING: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

The reading may be announced: A reading from Romans.

| What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham
was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the scripture
say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 4 Now to one who works,
wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 5 But to one who does not work but trusts him who
justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.

13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be
the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law,
neither is there transgression.

16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it may be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith
of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many
nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into
existence the things that do not exist.

The reading may be concluded: The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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A: We join in reading our Psalm of the day in unison

Psalm: 121
The psalm for the day is spoken in unison.

1 1 1ift up my eyes | to the hills;
from where is my | help to come?
2 My help comes | from the Lorp,
the maker of heav- | en and earth.
3 The Lorp will not let your | foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep.
4 Behold, the keep- | er of Israel
will neither slum- | ber nor sleep; R
5 the Lorp watches | over you;
the Lorp is your shade at | your right hand;
6 the sun will not strike | you by day,
nor the | moon by night.
7 The Lorp will preserve you | from all evil
and will | keep your life.
8 The Lorp will watch over your going out and your | coming in,
from this time forth for- | evermore. R

Lenten Acclamation - Composed by Tobias Anderson, Pastor (INSERT)
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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GOSPEL: John 3:1-17
The presiding minister announces the gospel.
The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

| Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus by night and said
to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these signs that
you do unless God is with that person.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the
kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after
having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered,
“Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What
is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you,
“You must be born from above.” & The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you
do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?”’ 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of
Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?

['1“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet you do not
receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you
believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not
perish but may have eternal life.

17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that the world
might be saved through him.”

The gospel concludes: The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
The assembly is seated. Silence for reflection follows the sermon.
A: We stand as we are able, confessing the Christian faith with the words of the Apostle’s Creed.

APOSTLE'S CREED (ELW p. 127)
The assembly stands as they are able. The assistant minister leads the Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A: The response for our prayer today is:

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its needs.

A brief silence.

Faithful One, you renew us by grace. As you have inspired faith through the work of church artists and
hymnwriters throughout the ages (like George Herbert whom the church remembers today), give your
church the means to praise your beauty today. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Living One, you delight in this world. The sun and moon, the wind and the water declare your goodness.
Preserve this earth, and protect conservationists, scientists, and all who labor in service to creation. Hear us,
O God.Your mercy is great.

Ruling One, you bless us to be a blessing. Open the hearts of all leaders to seek the flourishing of every
person and lend your help to all who wait for justice, deliverance, and peace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Compassionate One, you send your Son to save. Declare your word of acceptance to any who feel
condemned and lift up any brought low by hatred and exclusion. Tend to all who are struggling with illness
or loss (especially Tim R., and those we remember in the silence of our hearts and minds). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Guiding One, you watch over our going out and coming in. Bless newcomers and new members in this
assembly (especially) and accompany those who have recently left this community to journey elsewhere
(especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Eternal One, you neither slumber nor sleep. Be our keeper in life and in death. Thank you for our beloved
who have died, and for your promise which saves this whole world by your love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION CONCLUSION

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abundant mercy; through

Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
MEAL
GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the day or season:

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

&
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Sanctus “Holy, holy, holy...” (Setting Eleven)

Sanctus

Tohias Anderson

F
- 1 I Y
[] | i
2 r
. — — N
Ho- Iy, ho - 1y, Har vt __
o |
= 7 | —
e e ——
X — A
Lo, Gl Al = might - !
£ 4
- l
o L T | 1
Ty — 1 ] I - -
_'_'_r_._._. — W -
4 e —— pe—
Heav -en  and eath - are_ full of your glo - rv.__
ﬁ "
oLl | | 1 |
F al i) 1 1 [ 1 i
5+ s :
. B : - -
e —
Ho san - mna in—— the_ high - 25t
fi &
N H
F al e
[ 1 -
—————* —
Y = —_* =
Bless-ed is  he Wl comes in the name of the Lord,
fi &
N H

5 -

. ]

]
‘o
.__F"
L 'HE

— Ho  smna m_—_the_ gh - est.

REDEEMER

Staring Chists Weleome™

pg. 8



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 110)

The presiding minister continues,

using one of the following or

another appropriate form.

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of
life:

Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and
dreams.

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW P. 112)
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord s
Prayer.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup

we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.

We remember our new birth in his death and
resurrection.

We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.

Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.

Fill us with your light.

Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,

Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,

one God, now and forever.
Amen.

and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ELW p. 112)
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words.

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion.

COMMUNION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

Nunc Dimitis (Setting Eleven)

Nllnc Dimitis Tobias Anderson
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

At this time, the assembly may commune receiving the communion sacrament(s).

AGNUS DEI “Lamb of God” (Setting Eleven)

Lamb of God

Tobias Anderson
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COMMUNION SONG: We Come to the Hungry Feast (ELW 479)
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poor in mind. We come, we come to the hun - gry feast.
with us; still  we come, we  come to the hun - gry feast.

Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943
Music: HUNGRY FEAST, Ray Makeever
Text and music © 1982 Ray Makeever. admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

After all have returned to their places, the minister may say these or similar words.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthens you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

The assisting minister leads a similar prayer after communion.
Let us pray.

God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen

The assembly is seated after the prayer concludes.
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SENDING
BLESSING
The presiding minister proclaims God's Blessing.
May God who comes among us, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in waiting, peace in the

darkness, and good news to share today and always. Amen.

DISMISSAL
The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission.
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

MISSION NOTES
We are so glad that you are here with us for worship, and invite you to consider other ways to deepen faith and
connect with the Redeemer community and the world around us - to which God calls us in loving service.

Tell the Story, God is on the Move!

Have you joined the growing number of us giving prayerful thought to making a one time or re-occurring
donation to help us bridge the gap and support Christ’s ministry on the move? Please send a note telling us
your plans to our Financial Secretary, Julie Andrew at financialsecretary@redeemernewpaltz.org or to
Pastor Tobias at tobias.song@gmail.com so that we can share your story (without names or personal
details) in the coming weeks/months. Thank you!

Stories about Redeemer & CommUNITY Spaces in the News

Building Connections through CommUNITY Spaces - How Redeemer Lutheran Church’s
building became a hub for New Paltz, N.Y. , ELCA.org, Feb. 2026

“The residents of New Paltz, N.Y., feel a familiar connection to Redeemer Lutheran Church, even though
some may have never attended a worship service. They come to watch 90 Miles Theater Company s
popular productions; to attend League of Women Voters annual meetings, local Montessori school events,
Alcoholics Anonymous regional picnics; or to participate in one of the town's community wellness
programs held at Redeemer. The church is living into its role as a “hub” in its truest form, where the
different paths of the town's organizations and residents connect to each other.”

-> Link in Newsletter

SCC Causes ‘Good Trouble’ at the Redeemer Church, The Oracle, Feb 11, 2026

“[Esi] Lewis [Esq., Founder & President of the Dr. Margaret Wade-Lewis Center for Black History and
Culture] was the featured disruptor at Fridays cafe, and used the opportunity to talk about the importance
of acknowledging history. “It’s really important that not just during Black History Month, but always, we
remember and have that gratitude for the people who built this country and who are enduring daily the
[oppression] pushing on us, and still being amazing and wonderful.” She closed the disruption by reading
Langston Hughes’ poem “Oppression.”

Read this article, online, https://oracle.newpaltz.edu/scc-good-trouble-redeemer-church/

-> Link in Newsletter
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Upcoming & Updates
DATE CHANGE: BRUNCH CHURCH - MAR 15th w/ JAM BAND

Due to the snow storm, Brunch Church is now rescheduled for MARCH 15th. Please help us get the word
out about this change, and bring a friend or neighbor to this special Sunday worship

Lenten & Easter Schedules
On the table in the Narthex, be sure to pick up our leaflet for the Lenten and Easter Schedules. Help
yourself to a few extra, and share with friends, neighbors and community members.

Redeemer Digest - Email Newsletter
Be sure you’re receiving it, opening it, and consuming all the great content and information we are sharing
with you through that communication tool.

From the Desk of the Communications Director

In the last two weeks, our CommUNITY Spaces building use partners, and inquiries have increased.
Recently added is an exciting Album Release Party & Special Community Event, brought to you by the
band MEOW MEOW! Their event will include several bands and a space for non-profit and advocacy
groups to host tables with their information! We also, potentially and excitedly, may have Kids’ Baking
classes coming to CommUNITY Spaces this summer! Check out their website: cakeclubNY.com We also
find some long-time building users, offering more in their donations this year, as we share our goals and
visions. They, too, are helping to bridge the gap by looking at their budgets and bottom lines to see where
and how else they can support all the great things happening here are Redeemer, to ensure this building
stays pristine and purposeful.
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Sending Song: Blessed Assurance (ELW 638)
The assembly stands as they are able to proclaim the word of God in song.
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A Generous Response: Do you want to help
Redeemer, New Paltz continue to grow as a
community praising God as we collectively build
practices of healing, justice, and joy? Donations
can be made online using this QR code, by
bringing or mailing a donation to Redeemer
Lutheran Church, 90 Route 32 South, New Paltz,
NY 12561. And thank you in advance for helping
us to “Share Christ’s Welcome.”

ONGOING

Good Trouble Coffeehouse & Open Mic Night Sunday School

SCC hosted in partnership with Redeemer, First & Third Sundays, 11-noon,

New Paltz every Friday 7-9pm Throughout the School Year
Fun-filled and engaging Sunday school with
our Episcopal and Methodist ecumenical
partners. Hosted here at Redeem in the
SouthEast Classroom.

Council Meetings - All Welcome to Attend
Every 3rd Thursday, 7pm, on Zoom

Chair Yoga with Bonnie Crisci
Chair Yoga at Redeemer New Paltz -

Wednesdays at 1:30 Free Fresh Food Giveaway

Volunteers are needed to help set up and/or
stay a short time to help distribute food at

Book Study on Redeemer’s Zoom Link
Thursdays - 530-7pm:
Jan. 22nd, Jan. 29th,
Feb. Sth, Feb. 12th, & Feb. 19th

our Free Fresh Food Giveaway every 2nd
Sunday of the month. Contact Jackie
Anderson 609 432 9622 or

dogsinn136@gmail.com.
Worship Incubators
First Sunday of each month - 11-1230pm
Mission statement: Developing Christ-centered,
multi-sensory worship opportunities that give
praise and glory to God.

CommUNITY Space’s 2026 Business Sponsors

Please help us spread the word to folks who own or work with businesses that align with our four focus areas in CommUNITY Spaces:
food & housing justice, diversity, equity & inclusion, progressive campus ministry, and earthcare. Together, we’re building
partnerships that strengthen our shared values and our wider community.
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